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Sermon Notes  St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Advent 3 

13 December 2009 

Preacher 

The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 
Readings: Zephaniah 3.14-20; A Song of Isaiah (APBA p391); Philippians 4.4-7; Luke 3.7-18 

 

Live good and faithful lives 
 

Trevor Dennis in a sermon entitled “Waiting for God” for Advent 2005 in Chester Cathedral and 

reproduced in his book of Christmas essays “The Christmas stories” focuses on the theme that 

recurs throughout Advent- that of waiting – Something that those of us who have or have had small 

children know all about – the expectation, anticipation, impatience of it being nearly Christmas but 

still not Christmas yet! It’s an exciting, if sometimes stressful time! 

 

Trevor Dennis speaks of the insistent world in which we live which, “would have us want things 

now, with the click of a button and the blink of an eye.” The impatient, must have it now, can’t wait 

world! 

 

Dennis says “But we have turned aside to wait in God’s good time” and poses the question “So 

what are we waiting for?” Waiting for God to come and take us home..........?” 

 

He goes on to suggest that rather than the rather familiar story of “journeys and a moving star, of a 

birth without pain and a child who never cries.........” that the reality is somewhat different, more 

real, and more raw. He suggests that waiting for God is a strange thing to do, for God is all about us 

in nature, in the kindness of strangers; in the companionship of friends, the joy of children and the 

quiet courage of the elderly. So how can we wait for a God who is so universally present? 

 

 Because the pain and suffering of the world also make God at times seem a long way away, much 

more than the 4 weeks away!”So we wait” says Dennis and suggests that we adopt the metaphor of 

the potter and his clay” as a picture to take with us on our pilgrimage of Advent as we move on to 

God’s own destination. “We are the clay, and you our potter, we are all the work of your hand” says 

the prophet Isaiah (Chapter 64v8). The image brings God so near as we “imagine you (the) great 

God of heaven and earth with your hands on the wheel, holding us together, keeping us 

whole....pressing us, moulding us, smoothing us, bending us, teasing us into shape, then glazing us, 

firing us, holding us up for the light to catch.” 

 

Trevor Dennis talks of us moving onto God’s own destination and allowing ourselves to be 

moulded, changed, transformed, and made into God’s people. The person, the community God 

intended us to be. This implies change. John the Baptist saw the need for change-individual and 

social change. Luke in today’s Gospel reading tells us that crowds came to John for baptism and 

forgiveness. But baptism and ritual are not enough! To make it clear that we have been converted 

there is the need to change society-to make it a place where all are equal. So we hear John speak to 

the crowds. The privileged, guilty of self-indulgence, are told to think of the welfare of others. To 

be freed from self-indulgence you must attend to the needs of others. Tax collectors, guilty of 

accumulation, are warned of the abuses caused by greed. Soldiers, guilty of domination, are told to 

stop bullying, robbing and persecuting. These are the things that oppressive, imperialistic, military 

governments are prone to do (even in John’s day a large portion of tax dollars went toward the 

military).  No one was told to give up their profession. When the crowd asked John; “what shall we 

do?” his responses were designed to provoke them into practical decisions. They are to begin from 
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where they are. Share from what you have, now. Practice justice at work; build fairness and mercy 

into your dealings today; begin with the road in front of you, and allow God to transform the real 

life you live right now. 

 

John’s response is disarmingly simple. Live good and faithful lives. Be faithful to our roles in life. 

If we have authority and power over someone don’t take advantage of them. Be fair and help those 

in need. Ours is not an other-worldly, mountaintop religion. We are to be people of integrity. We 

should not take advantage of anyone and treat all with respect. Do something for those who have 

not. Then we too might be ready when the waiting stops and our God comes in all God’s fullness! 
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